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Be it enactecl by the Legislative Assembl

of Goa in the Seventy-fourth Year of th
Republic of India as follows:-

1. Short title, extent and commencernetlt'-

(1) 'Ihis Act may be called the Goa Res'bricticr

on Ttansfer of Agricr-iltural Land Act' 2023

(2) It ev'tends to the whole of ttre State <

LTUd.

(3) It shall come into force ot: sucll' date e

the Government may, I:y notification in tl'
Official Gazette, aPPoint'

Z. Definitions.- In this Act, r"tnless tI:

colrlext otherwise requires,-

(a) "agriculture" means cult'ivatiorr

paddy;

(b) "agriculturist" mealls a person wl

cuLtivates agricultural land personallyl

(c) "agriculttrral 1and" meal-ls a lar

which is presently lceing used for cr"rltivatit

of pacldy but ctoes not iuclucle lhe lat

which is earmarked for the use or purpos

parlly or fully, other than agriclrlti:re itr a:

plan pteparecl uncler the Goa Town iri

Cor-tntry Planning Ac't, 19-/4 (Act 2L

'r975);
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'Ihe Goa Restriction o-rl Transfer of

Agricuitr-ral Lancl Act, 2023 (Goa Act L8 of

2023), which l:as }:een passed by the

Legislative Asseml:iy of Goa on 3L-03-2023

ancl assentecl to by tl:e Governor of Goa on

17-04-2023, is hereby published for the

general information of the public'

Dnyaneshwar "Raut Dessaj, Joint Secretary

(l".aw).

Portrorrnt, 1"8th APriL, 2023'

The Goa Restrictions on Transfer of

Agricultural Land Act, 2023

(Goa Act 18 of 2023) LL7'A4'20231

An

Act

Co jn:pose restrictions on the transfer of

certain agricultut'al lands in the Slate of

Goa attd for tnatters connecl;ed therewith

or incidenta] the:'eto

Suggestions are vvelconreci r:n e-nrail; c{ir'-gpps'goa@nic'in

Panaji, lBth April, 2023 (Chaitra 28, '1945) ^FmrrF 
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f!zuas r lto z_ 6rrlcle_ff:Ilp 
-. Govlr oF coAru (EXTRanpnrn'^hr.

(d) "coilecro.,, *€+RDII\IARY 
luo ei*

finerl ;n n,^..^- ,_, 
,1r" the Coilecror .:!g

i#;, 
Revenue c;;., 

- 

;;;; ff,";'l" r*:i :l-:"r".:?l:, 
to*,,#;;;'"",:,,HJi#::

;uclr undertaking;

ff*"Xj::u,"" r? oi;#" ;T:il"ffi ;:i:il:f:n^*,ffi
,,,",;] ;'rTll1*",,r', means the Gove,:_ ,,,lf|?""'ff3rfi ,uor,,ed by a co-op.erative

(f) ,,Manrlatd (c) on the regr:est J:vappointed as ,u'" 
means a ,,erson collector, the collecto, i" 

t person to the

g:;:;;;;;,,,""u,1 TflTS"", ."r;1ff lTT,"n"o"ol", ;,,n 'ls satisried that the
Mamrardar; **'Cl includes u ".loi^i 

lL":,_ ,.-rson, wno, *,g'L::f;"tj.Yagriculti_lrist, intencl,s,o,,"tn* up agricr:ltrrre@) "Prescribed,, and is*,""' -Ia"" ;#::.#"ff:;, prescribed bv ,.*""l,,rlapable or curtivltin; ;;;;
(h) "to cultiva

to cultivat. ,*.0'1.1tnd 
Fersonally" rngsn5. on one's own account,_

(j) by one,s

(ii) bv,," ;;:,lT::"":ember 
orone,s family; or

(iii) by a ,ser\
cash :r *JffilX ffi3 ;L::J".;,:J;hired labour, 

,uno", ;;:;;:rsonal
:nffi:l;;':," ::t:":,, ",,Ilm"io,,or otfe,s family;

*_,P, -'*lbunai,, rr.1rr". rhe Adminisrrativerrrbunal constitAdministr;;;'liutea under the Goa
*". u-ri"t'r"#rt *i]:unal Act, 1965 (Act

(d) in sr-rch
be prescribuo:th"' circumstancesj as may

provrded fur

1l ",.," :,; ;,jii,,jf :l :Hffrilj::H::on such land u
from the ouru 

,rtnr, a period of three years
and contin.,* , 

o, acquisition of such Iand
railins *il;;; :1,ffIl#lffi ;#"xl,H*Government, ufrom ,nu--"ou'oon 

expiry of three years
discontinuation of abandonment orof such activity.
(2) No person wlro nrn,-^ ^-

:: :,:nlt ;*:1, t t!,T:.:i ;""J'"ffi ,"t j:
trran asriiff;,'13-1 t' anv purpose ottrer
procedure ]aid ciov 

cept by following duern rurder any lav,r in force.
3. Restricfio:

,,", :l;i';'.';*:: 
""#:'""il: :r,,:::ffiT

transfer 
"rr"h 

j", 
of an agriculturaf fana shall

sale i, u*u"rrrlo,ld |v way of sale (inctuciing

*,:; fr"::y_: T,:" l:"":T, :k :jJ:,":: *:
trfi : :i ;:jf ;T "l:1:; :,y : i 

:: ;f JJ j,xr:
than an agricr:lturistl-vur 

ua a person other

provided that
application rnad.e -the collector may o' arl
perrnission to tra"l-1 

prescribed form grant

;:*:*x:,ffi.*irH;,nT#
(a) the Jand

" 
g,i.,-il;,;1; i j::;Ji:,q #'":,Tffi:, :i
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(3) Any transfr

[T*"T,.i:*"r i:{i,:Hil:.:}::t "}?, 
j;

eyes of law and il1,""to 
and non-est in the

titre to ;;;t;:J::'1'Y co*rer anY risht or
favour ; #;H:?":J;: agricurrurar rand in

(4) tt any question arises as to whether
ffi,"fijJ""rT.",1,,",rt,,"i l.i] o",,.or, rnu
arter rror Jt; ;:nttTe 

ctive juris diction srr arl
hirn decid" "J;';fi:ri:L as deenred rit by

4. Act not to aDt
provisions ""t"inffl'!-in certain cases.- Therct shall not apply to,_

.(r) a mortsase*:f agricultura.i land forrarsrngr Ioa. for *rr""rr"i uri"rlrl,j"u*"r,to the agricuJtural land;
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(ii) an acquisition of right to agricultural
land by inl:eritance;

(ijr) transfer of agricultural land by
operation of law; and

(iv) transfer of agricultural land in favour
of Government for any Government project.

5. Penalty.- Whoever contravenes the
provisions of section 3 by transferring the
agricultural land, the transferor as weil as the
transferee each of ti:em sirali be punished
with fine equivalent to market value of such
lanct to be deterr:rined as per the rates fixed
by the Government for such 1and.

6. Forfeiture of land transf erred in
contravention of section 3.-- (1) Where in
respect of the transfer of any land, the
Collector suo moto or oll the application of
ally person has reason to believe that such
transfer is in contravention of section 3, he
shall issue notice to the trar:sferor and the
transferee to show cause as to why the
transfer should not be declareci to be in
contraventiou of said section 3, ar:d shall also
hr:lcl an inqr-riry to ciecide whether the transfer
is in coirtravention of said section 3 or not,

(2) If., after holding such inquiry, the
Collector declares that the transfer to be in
contravention of section 3, the land in respect
of which such contravention has taken place
shall be deemed to be forfeited to the
Goveririnent without the payment of any
comper:sation.

(3) Notwithstanding any[hing contained iu
suJ:-sectior:s (1) and (2) hereinabove, all
transfers made in contravention of section 3
shall be void ab initio.

7. P.rocedure in inquirjes,- (1) All inquiries
and proceedings under this Act sha1l be
condr:cteci by the Collect,or or such officer not
below the rank of lMamlatdar as authorized
by the Government by Notification in the
Official Gazette and in such manner as
prescril:ed

(2) Every decision of the Collector or officer
stateci in sub-section (1) shall be recorded in
the forn: of an Order and shail state the
reasons for such a decision.

B. Appeal and Eevjsion.- (1) An appeal

shali lie from every original order, other tlean

an interim order, passed under this Act'-

(i) if such an order is Passed bY the
lMamlatdar, to the Collector;

(ij) if such an order is passed by the
Collector, to the TYihunai.

(2) No appeal shall iie against any order
except as provided under suh-section (1)

above.

(3) Any person, who is aggrieved by any
final orcler passed under sub-section (1) may,
within thirty days froin the date of such final
orcler of the Collector or the Tlibunal, file a

revision before the High Court;

(4) A revision application filed before the
High Court sha11 be heard bY a bench
consisting of not iess than two judges.

9. Bar of jurisdiction,- No Civii Cottrt shall
have jurisdiction to eni'ertain, try, seltie,
decide or deal with any questj.on which is l:y
or uncler this Act, required to be setl;led,
decided or dealt with by the Collector or i;he

officer stated in section B or the TYibuual,

10. Protection of action taken under this
Act.- (l) No suit, prosecution or other legal
proceedings shall lie against any person for
anything which i.s in good faith done or
intended to be done under this Act or any
rul.es made Ehereunder.

(2) No suit or other iegal proceed.ing shal}
lie against the Government for any damage
caused or likely to be caused or any injury
suffered or likely to be suffered by virtue r:f

any provision contained in this Act or ally
rules made thereunder or by anything in good.

faith done or intended to be done in
pursuance of this Act or any rules made
thereunder.

1.1. Limitation and cou.rt fees.- (1) Every
appeal under this Act shall lce filed within a

per1od of thirty days from the date of the order
of the Collector or the officer stated in section
B, as the case may be, and the provisions of
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section 4, 5, i2 a-nd 14 of the Limitatron Act'

1963 (Act"36 of 1.963)' shall applv to the filing

of such aPPeal.'

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in

. the Court Fees Act, 1870 (7'of 1870)' as in

force in the State of Goa, every appeal or

application macle under this Act to the

Collector or ar-tthorized officer or to the

Tribr.rnal shall bear a court fee stamp of

rupees fifty and every ievision Application

filed l:efore the High Court shail bear a court

fee stamp of rupees one hundred and fifty'

12. Povter to make rules'- The Govern-

ment may, by notification in the Offjcial

Gazette, make rules for the pr'rrpose of'

carrying out the provisions of this Act'

L3. Power to rcmove difficulties'- (1) If any

rlifJicu.Ity arises in giving effect to any of the

provisions of this Act, the Government may'

ty o.d"r, publjshed in the Official Gazette'

make such provisions not inconsistent with

tire provisions of this Act as may appear to it

i.o be necessary for removing the difficulty:

Provid-ed- that no such ord'er shall be rnade

under this section after the expiry of three

years from date of the commencernent of

ithLs Act.

(2) Every order made uncler this sectlon

shall be laicl as soon as may be after it is

m.ade, before the Legisiative Assembly of Goa'

SANDIF JACOUES

Secretary to the

Secretariat Government of G'oa'

Porvorim'Goa, Law DePartment

Dated: ffi-A4-2023 (LegaLA'ffairs)'

tt0--.-.

DePartment of Revenue

iUotification

16 / 1 I 2 I 2020-Rev-I/Pt'III/48 I

In exercise of the powers conferred blr

sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Goa

Res[riction on TYansfer of Agricultural Land

Act, 2023 (Goa Act tB of 2023\' the

GovernmentofGoaherel:yappointsthellStl:
day of April, 2023 as the dato on which the

provisions of the said Act' sirall clome int'o

force^

BY order and in the name of the

Governor of Goa'

Durg a KinJekar, Under Secre'tairy (Re-vemie-1)'

Porvorim, l8th APriI ' 2023'
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